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[Abstract] Severe acute pancreatitis (SAP) is one of acute abdominal diseases commonly seen in the clinic,
and its characteristics are rapid onset, disease situation complex and changeable with high mortality, thus it has been
widely concerned by the medical field. Simple Western medicine for SAP therapy has certain limitations. At present,
the combination of Chinese and Western medicine for treatment of SAP has become an important method and obtained
excellent therapeutic results, and in the combination, Chinese medicine plays a valuable role. Acupuncture is an
important constituent part of traditional Chinese medicine treatment. It is extensively used because of its method of
simple manipulation, cost low and generally no toxic and side effects; acupuncture used as an auxiliary treatment of
SAP possesses the advantages in analgesia, promoting intestinal peristalsis, inhibiting inflammatory response and also
protecting organs outside the pancreas, therefore, at present, acupuncture has been used more and more widely in the
treatment of SAP as an adjuvant with good clinical promotional value. A large number of clinical and basic studies
have demonstrated that acupuncture can play an auxiliary role via different mechanisms in treatment of SAP, however,
the mechanism of acupuncture for treatment of SAP has not yet been elucidated, and there is still a lack of unified
standards of acupuncture in methods, time, acupoints, etc. Thus in this paper, the experimental and clinical studies
related to the mechanism and clinical application of acupuncture as an auxiliary treatment for SAP in recent years were
summarized in order to provide references for further clarifying the mechanism of acupuncture and expanding its clinical
treatment scope.
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