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[Abstract] Thrombocytopenia is a common clinical symptom, which shows that the result of platelet (PLT)
count is lower than the lower limit of reference value due to various reasons. A series of symptoms can appear in
thrombocytopenia, such as congestion of skin, epistaxis, bleeding of oral mucosa and so on. Visceral hemorrhage,
cerebral hemorrhage and even life—threatening can occur. Ethylenediamine tetra—acetic acid-K, (EDTA-K,)
is a kind of commonly used anticoagulant in blood analysis, but sometimes it can cause platelet aggregation
and pseudodecrease of platelet count. It is clinically diagnosed as EDTA dependent pseudothrombocytopenia
(EDTA-PTCP). One case of thrombocytopenia was admitted in Chibi Pufang Hospital (Tongji Chibi Hospital) on
December 16, 2019. There was large difference in PLT values between the two routine blood examinations of the
patient. When using the EDTA-K, anticoagulant to detect the blood routine, the patient's PLT value was lower than
the lower limit of the normal reference value, and while heparin anticoagulant was applied for reexamination, the
patient's PLT value was within the reference range of the normal value (26 X 10°/L). After the manual platelet count
and blood smear staining were used to detect the PLT, the patient's PLT value was within the reference range of the

normal value. The patient was diagnosed as EDTA-PTCP.
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